"We foster a thinking culture by intentionally not answering their questions.

We want learners to take time to develop their own understanding and their

"To inspire curiosity, reveal prior
knowledge, & identify misconceptions.”

own theories. We ask: "What do you think?" "What else can you try?" "Who

have you talked to about this?' 'What did you notice? "'What are you
ACTIVATE STUDENT

THINKING

"Depending on where students are with their
understanding, we might activate around the
same concept or a new concept.”
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wondering?’ "What do you need to support your thinking?""

REFLECTIONS

"We carefully select rich open tasks with entry
"We come together in a circle to share and justify our points for ALL learners that include the opportunity
mathematical thinking. We ask each other questions PRODUCTS: JUSTIFYING OBSERVATIONS to extend or stretch thinking."

and document our thinking to make our collective THINKING IN MATH COUNCIL
ideas visible. This is an important time in our learning
process for learners to communicate their learning and

to listen to and learn from each other." EMBEDDED AS SE S SMENT

CHECKING IN FOR UNDERSTANDING , ,
"We always include a problem that spirals

"As teacher researchers, we document our students’ back to the prior concept.”
conversations, prior understanding, questions,
misconceptions, etc. and use this to inform our next
steps. The amount of time spent on each phase of
the inquiry is in response to what our students need
and where they are with their understanding.

"Problems are solved through collaboration and communication as

students discuss, explain, justify and cnitique their mathematical ideas.
Pl They build on each other's ideas and communicate their thinking
through pictures, symbols, and words."

"We pay attention to where the learners are with their
learning. When we feel all learners are ready, we provide
the opportunity for peer-to-peer feedback. Students refer to
previously co-created criteria for effective feedback.
Students reflect on the feedback given and received, set
next steps for learning and are given time to apply the
feedback."

Jenn Davis & Christine Wengenmeier, MJE Elementary School




